
2020 Year 9 practical assessment task 

Task 1 – Dramatic Monologue (poetry) 

Assessment type: Making 
 
Conditions:  
 
Performance completed in class during  
Week  5 of Term 1 
 
Total marks: 20 
Task weighting: 10% 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dramatic Monologue Performance      (20 marks) 

TASK 1:  
Individually, you are to perform a fully memorised dramatic poem. 

It is important that you choose a poem that you really like and which will allow you to showcase 
your vocal dynamics. Develop a character and pay specific attention to how you will use the space. 

The focus of this task will be voice and use of space to create mood and meaning. 

It is important that in this performance that you demonstrate an understanding of the Element of 
Drama, Voice, and the vocal skills we have explored in class. This includes your ability to; 
 

 Project and adjust voice to suit performance venue; 
 Effectively vary the pace, pitch, pause, emphasis and volume of your voice to enhance 

meaning and mood; 
 Demonstrate crisp articulation; 
 Apply appropriate tone of voice to create an emotional impact (mood); and 
 Apply appropriate vocal techniques to convey character. 

 
Once you have made choices for characterisation (including voice and nonverbal techniques) then 
you will need to consider the movement choices to support your space. To do this you will want to 
consider the following; 

 The place where the dramatic action is situated – location; 
 Who your character is speaking to and where they are in the space (where does your eyeline 

go to when you are speaking to them?); 
 Are there other people around you? 
 What is the temperature/time of day/inside or outside and how do you use movement to 

show this to an audience? 
 What is in the space (table and chairs, bed, rocks and bush) and how will you show this? 
 Do you use different levels throughout the poem? 
 Are you considering where your audience is in relation to your movement through the 

space? 

Now make sure the choices you have made are all appropriate for the dramatic poem.  

 Is there anything you need to add to make it clearer for your audience? 
 Is there anything you need to take away to make it clearer for your audience? 

Now look over the marking key – have you covered everything?  

Cressida Bonas in a charity production of Children’s Monologues - London 



Outcomes 
 

Outcome 1: Drama Ideas 
Outcome 2: Drama Skills and Processes 

Outcome 3: Drama in Society 

Syllabus Content 
 

Voice and Movement: 

 Voice techniques – vocal dynamics 
 Proxemics and  

 Movement in the space 
 Nonverbal techniques for characterisation 

Drama Forms and Styles: 

 Script interpretation 

Drama Processes and the elements of drama: 

 Voice 
 Movement
 Character 
 Space 
 Time 

 Relationships 
 Situation 
 Mood 

 Atmosphere 
 Language and texts 

 

  



 
2020 Task 1 Year 9 Dramatic Monologue (Poetry) – Marking Key 10% weighting 
          
Name:  ______________________________________________ 

Vocal Technique 
Uses an effective range of vocal techniques to convey meaning, mood and character.  
The voice is consistently audible and well projected to suit the space.    
Articulation is crisp with precise vocal attack.   
A very expressive use of pitch, pace, pause, volume and emphasis is used. 

 
10-12 

Uses a range of vocal techniques to convey meaning, mood and character.  
The voice is audible and projected to suit the space.    
Articulation is good.   
The voice is mostly expressive using pitch, pace, pause, volume and emphasis 
appropriately. 

7-9 

Uses some appropriate vocal techniques to convey meaning, mood and character.  
The voice is sometimes audible and projected to suit the space.    
Articulation is satisfactory.   
Student sometimes uses pitch, pace, pause, volume and emphasis. 

4-6 

Vocal technique is limited.   
Nominal use of vocal projection, articulation, pace, pause, pitch, volume and 
emphasis is used to convey character, mood, meaning. 

1-3 

 

 

 
 

        Total:  /20 
 

Non Verbal Technique 
Uses an effective range of non verbal techniques to convey meaning, mood and 
character.  Strong facial expression, walk, posture and gesture are used and 
sustained throughout the performance. 

 
4 

Uses a range of non verbal techniques to convey meaning, mood and character.   
Good facial expression, walk, posture and gesture are used and sustained 
throughout most of the performance. 

3 

Uses some non verbal techniques to convey meaning, mood and character.   
Some facial expression, walk, posture and gesture are used during the performance. 

2 

A nominal use of non verbal techniques to convey meaning, mood and character.  
Limited facial expression, walk, posture and gesture are used during the 
performance. 

1 

Use of Space 
Student moves comfortably and confidently in a well-structured space.  
Movement is effective and suits the meaning and dramatic action.   
Student uses an effective use of levels.  Effectively creates a sense of mood and 
relationship through staging choices.  Effectively considers the actor/audience 
relationship. 

 
4 

Student moves comfortably in a structured space. Movement suits the meaning and 
dramatic action.  Student uses appropriate levels.  Creates a sense of mood and 
relationship through staging choices.  Considers the actor/audience relationship. 

3 

Student attempts to use the space in a structured way.   
Some levels and movement is appropriate to meaning and dramatic action.   

2 

Nominal use of stage space.  Space is not used to convey meaning or to suit dramatic 
action. 

1 


